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study of electric currents. The second half is
the method of investigation; how to measure
these quantities, what instruments are required
for the experiment, and how are they to be
used ? The student who begins to learn about
electricity is not asked to believe in Ohm's law:
he is made to understand the question, fae is
placed before the apparatus, and he is taught
to verify it He learns to do things^ not to
think he knows things ; to use instruments and
to ask questions, not to accept a traditional
statement The question which required a
genius to ask it rightly is answ:ered by a tiro.
If Ohm's law were suddenly lost arid forgotten
by all men, while the question and the method
of solution remained, the result could be re-
discovered in an hour. But the result by itself,
if known to a people who could not comprehend
the value of the question or the means of solv-
ing it, would be like a watch in the hands of a
savage who could not wind it up, or an iron
steamship worked by Spanish engineers.

In regard, then, to the sacred tradition of
humanity, we learn that it consists, not in pro-
positions or statements which are to be accepted
and believed on the authority of the tradition,
but in questions rightly askedf in conceptions
which enable us to ask further questions, and
in methods of answering questions* The value
of all these things depends on their being tested